
 
 
 

A Musical tribute to the Earth  
A workshop of compositions that in 
sound depict the beauty of nature  

 
 

 

 

Come play harmonious music about the beautiful life on this planet. 
C 

This is a time when the earth is undergoing changes. Many species of birds, animals and plants are under 
stress. Recently I read an article about the Ash tree in Britain disappearing in the next century.  The history 
of the Ash has been intertwined with the history of people living there. It made me want to pull out Bruce 
Pennick’s piece Trees? (a medley of 14 traditional folk songs about trees in England) and play it. 
    

In Feb. a friend walked into our store and said she was presenting a series of four films In the Public Interest 
at the local library.  The last film on the series would be Blue Gold, discussing the environmental issues of 
fresh water supplies. She asked if we would play recorder for five minutes when the film ended. Of course 
we said yes, but we wanted to play a duet that evokes the character of water. Unable to think of such a duet 
we emailed composer, Glen Shannon and asked him to write us a piece. He created what we envisioned – a 
journey from rain drops to a shimmering tranquil lake, to river rapids all flowing down hill to the ocean.   
This will be presented at the Crandall Library in Glens Falls, NY June 6 at 6:30pm. 
 

During the past 40 years many composers have written works for recorders which create aural snap shots of 
aspects of the natural world-- birds, bugs, flowers, trees, mountains and the sea.  Some of the composers 
and their compositions are: Will Ayton – Fur Persons, Salish Sea Images, Leonie Jenkins – Shoreline Suite, 
Marg Hall – Wild Flower Suite, Arthropodia, Three Cats,  Bruce Pennick – Trees?,  All the Birds of the Air, 
Andrew Baker – When I learn to Fly, Nicola Termohlen – The Kingfisher, Keith Davis –Solstice Celebration, 
Alyson Lewin – Midsummer Morris, Hans U. Staeps – Arcadian Scenes 
 

In earlier times philosophers believed the harmony of the spheres produced consonant music which 
reflects the perfection of the Universe. For composers like Bach, the essential aims of true art was to imitate 
Nature, and where necessary, to aid it.  In polyphony, Bach’s music invites one to discover “the most hidden 
secrets of harmony” and through this to gain “insight into the depths of the wisdom of the world”. With this 
ideal Telemann depicts the ebb and flow of an estuary, Vivaldi in “The Battle between Harmony & 
Inspiration” writes his famous work The Four Seasons, Philbert Delavigne composes his Suite of Flowers. 
 

Spend an afternoon playing music that honors nature and, like in ages past, perhaps we will discover that 
“the essential aims of true art is to imitate Nature, and where necessary, to aid it.” 

 

 

 When: Sunday May 29, 2016 
Where: Lizzie Keays, 89 River Street Plaza, Warrensburg, NY 

Time: 11:00am – 6:00pm 
Includes Lunch: soup, salad, fruit, coffee/tea   Workshop fee: $75.00 

 

Browse in our store, take a lesson and stay at one of the many motels & B&Bs in the area.  

 
 

To register: call Richie at 1-800-274-2443 or email: courtlym@gmail.com 
mail: COURTLY MUSIC UNLIMITED, Inc. 3785 Main St. Warrensburg, NY 12885 

 

MASTERCARD, VISA, DISCOVER, AMEX______________________________ exp. date__________________ 
Name:________________________________Address:__________________________________________ 
City:_______________________________State:_______________________Zip:_____________________ 
Phone:____________________________Email: _______________________________________________ 

 

Recorders played & will bring: __ sopranino  __soprano __ alto __ tenor __ bass __ great  bass __ contra 
level:       ___Lower Intermediate/Intermediate              ____Upper Intermediate/Advanced 

mailto:courtlym@gmail.com


 
 


